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and persuade Muslims to so frame their demands as to make them acceptable to other communities.
Regarding smaller minorities, he pointed out the part played by the Parsis in Bombay as an example of what numerically insignificant communities could do without special advantages and what great opportunities adult suffrage would provide all alike.
The most determined opposition to the claims of untouchables and other minorities except Muslims and Sikhs was expressed by Mr* Gandhi. He said:
I shall resist those claims at the cost of my life and I appeal to you to join me in shaming the delegates into withdrawing them.
He denied that he had offered to accept the demands of Mussalmans if they would join him in resisting the demands of untouchables. He said he was forced to agree to Muslim, and Sikh demands for historical reasons, but he would not agree to the grant of special representation to any other community in any circumstances.
The manifestations of goodwill by people in England had convinced him that the English people would never again tolerate repression in India. If it became necessary foi Indians to resume passive resistance and non-co-operation, he appealed to the students to behave themselves and win the respect of the English people.
The Hindu,  14-10-1931,  and  Young India,  29-10-1931
114.    CABLE TO DR. M. A. AMSARI
88 KNIGHTSBRIDGE, [Before October 14, 193iy DR. ANSARI DARYAGANJ DELHI
HAVE HAD THREE PAINFUL CONVERSATIONS OVER YOU WITH NO FRUITFUL RESULT. TOLD THEM COULD NOT ENDORSE THEIR DEMAND WITHOUT YOUR CONSENT AND THAT YOUR HELP NECESSARY          MOMENT TO
MOMENT. HAVE AGREED HOWEVER ASSIST EVERY EFFORT FOR SETTLEMENT EVEN WITHOUT YOU THOUGH WITH LITTLE PROSPECT OF SUCCESS,
GANDHI
From a photostat: S,N. 18217
1 The source does not give the date. But Gandhiji makes a reference to the *ehandicap" of Dr. Ansari's absence in his statement to the Press of October 14, 1931; vide p. 150.